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| Vicious 
|Power 
1Circle 


1 TMAPANY of us hoped that 
Scandinavia, which in 
Many respects has preserved 
Walues and liberties that have 
Wielded an enviable social 
|) Balance and a high degree of in- 
} *8rna) stability, would find a 
Wotation in carrying, by way of 
») Neutrality, the values of a spiri- 
} tual democracy through these 
tempestuous times. ! 
Latterly, however, as the two big 
bower blocs muster their forces, 
Scandinavia has, shown signs of los- 
Mg its nerve. Norway moves uncer- 
tainly towards the American bloc, 
Denmark hesitatinely; while Sweden 
alone holds firmly to neutrality. 
> Norway still holds to her determi- 
Nation “not to join any agreement 
| With other states involving obliga- 
"\tions for Norway to open bases for 
‘foreign powers’ military forces on 


COMMENTARY 


by 
WILFRED WELLOCK 


Worwerian territory, as long as Nor- 
Way is not attacked or exposed to 
threats of attack.’ But the fact of 
Sining the Atlantic Pact destroys the 
) "Gmense value of neutrality, and 
Minees her chief objective from that 
‘eo Strengthening the spiritual founda- 
ions of her civilisation ‘o that of 
frecting the bulwarks of power within 
& System of power policies with all its 
| ‘RCalculable perils. 
"9, The failure of Scandinavian neut- 
% *ahty increases Britain’s responsibi- 
Hity for finding a way of escape from 
the vicious circle of power, which 
Gaily grows stronger. The indica- 
tions are that from now on the pace 
| °f military events will quicken, and 
that if war is to be prevented, new 
Policies, positive rather than negative, 
| Will have to be adopted—and by 
Britain. 


‘The odds 


| sec: we are confronted with a 


flagrant political contradiction. 
M2 the one hand we are told that 
Communism grows on social injustice 
@nd discontent, personal frustration 
Of ‘one kind or another, while on the 
) ther hand, the very same people are 
ady to squander more and more af 
Ur natural and human resources on 
Preparation for war. 
), Britain is pursuing an economy that 
S going to make three demands, des- 
i) ined to intensify tensions which will 
| Yeopardise peace: for armaments, for 
1 ™arkets, and for food. 


"The drive for armaments 


Ie as I believe, and ag most politi- 
cians profess to believe, Com- 
Munism thrives on economic conflict, 
Sconomie breakdown and social dis- 
*ontent, why do we not concentrate on 
4% really serious attempt to get down 
the roots of social discontent, use 
All our resources in order to remove 
them and so make a really satisfying 
Ife possible to the entire community? 
' Instead we are confronted with the 
/ Spectacle of a Government that is 
fighting valiantly to stave off national 
Nankruptey while raising her military 
xpenditure to .£760,000,000 in the 
Midst of crippling austerities and 
__> 4} frustrations: and obviously even this 
: } | *8 only the beginning of a new arma- 
= ents spiral, for should Britain close 
{CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX) 
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NORWAY DIVIDED ON 
ATLANTIC PACT 


From our Norwegian Correspondent 


OSLO 


HE Norwegian Press and Parliament give an untrue 
picture of the strength of the opposition to Norway’s 


adherence to the Atlantic Pact. 


There is evidence that 


opposition is gathering, not only in Oslo, but in other parts of 
the country, not least the north. : 


The strength of Labour Party 
discipline quells opposition 
within its own ranks. The Nor- 
wegian (Storting-men, being 
elected in groups for wide areas 
and having no one-man econstt- 
tuencies, are much more suscep- 
tible to Party pressure than to 
the views of their electors. 

The Labour, Conservative and 
Liberal Press is unanimously in 
favour’ of the Paet; only the Com- 
munist opposing it—and opposition, 
other than Communist, receives little 
mention. 

PROTEST MEETINGS 

Nevertheless, first open discussion 
meetings and then protest meetings 
have been held, the last being an 
open-air demonstration outside the 
Storting (Parliament), attended by 
some four to five thousand people, 
despite the cold and snow: and de- 
spite allegations in the Press, this 
was not organised by the Coni- 
munists. "i 

An influential group, trying to or; 
ganise and give expression to the op- 
position which undoubtedly exists 
among the general public, is now 
working independently of the .Com- 
munists, and has drawn up a protest, 
which, I understand, it hopes will be 
sent to the Sfortinge By as many 
people as possible. This runs as fol- 
lows:— 

The Norwegian people have before 
them an important decision in re- 
lation to Foreign policy. 

Norway’s adherence to the Atlantic 
Pact means a heightening of the 
tension between the Great Powers 
in the East and West. 

Norway’s adherence to the Atlantic 
Pact means the splitting of the 
Nordic countries. A split in the 
Nordic countries is not support for 
world peace. : 4 

Norways adherence to the <Ailantic 


Pact means a serious danger of 
splitting our neople on a question 
which may endanger our national 
existence. 

Norway’s adherence to the -Atlantic 
Pact will hinder us in taking an in- 
dependent line in the United 
Nations. 


NORWAY’S FIRST DUTY 
It is our opinion that it is Norway’s 
first duty to work for peace, a ré¢- 
lief of tension in international re- 
4ations, and to support the United 
Nations. The will of the people for 
peace is the foundation of the 
United Nations. It is the people’s 
will for peace which must force 
statesmen to build up the United 
Nations and make a reality a world 
embracing co-operation and system 


of security. 

We desire that the Scandinavian 
countries should stand united and 
together take part in the economic, 
social, and cultural reconstruction 
of Europe. 

It is our opinion that the economic 
reconstruction of Norway could 
continue without the country being 
forced into a military alliance 
through the Atlantic Pact. 


This is not a party political question. 


Each must take-a stand according 
to his conscience and personal con- 
victien. The parties must not 


bind the individual. It is our 
opinion that the Press has not 
given expression to the great differ- 
ences of opinion which are present 
among Norwegian people in con- 
nection with our attitude to-the At- 
lantic Pact. 

We strongly advise against the Nor- 
wegian Storting taking a decision 
for Norway to join the Atlantic 
Pact until the people have had all 
conditions clearly presented and 
have made known their opinion. 

We protest agginst the Norwegian 
Storting taking a decision which 
will bind us inevitably to a foreign 
policy which car have decisive con- 


sequences for the Norwegian 
people and for the peace of the 
world. 


The Women’s International League 
has been very active in support of 
this protest; and pacifists, who regard 
the Atlantic Pact.as" the most dan- 
gerous alliance into which Norway 


IE death of Mrs. Sarojini 

Naidu is a loss not only to 
India and the world, but to 
literature, pacifism and femin- 
ism themselves. 

From the publication in 1905 of her 
first volume of verse, “ The Golden 
Threshold,” to her death as the first 
woman Governor of a province, she 
served all three to an extent that 
amounted in each case to a full-time 
job. This combination of outstanding 
qualities and values made her t 
most remarkable woman in India, if 
not in the world. 

Mrs. Naidu, born in .1879, was a 
student of Girton College towards the 
end of the last century. Her father, 
Dr. Aghoremath Chattopadhyay, was 
a Brahmin educationist who became 
Principal of the Nizam’s College, 
Hyderabad. Her own daughter, 
Poppy, went to Somerville College, 
Oxford, for to her other activities 
Sarojini Chattopadhyay added mar- 
riage and a family; she became the 
wife of Dr. M. G., Naidu in 1898. 

Mrs. Naidu was known as the 
Nightingale of India and was elected 
a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Literature in 1914: From the first 
she was fortunate in attracting the 
sponsorship of outstanding English 
writers; Arthur Symons wrote a pre- 
face to her first book and Edmund 
Gosse to her second, “The Bird of 
Time.” 


INTO THE STRUGGLE 


Feminism, politics and the Civil 
Disobedience movement were formid- 
able claimants to the time spent on 
literature, and eventually they won. 
There has never, 1 suppose, been an 
age in which it has been less possible 
for the concerned artist to be an 
artist alone; justice, freedom, peace 
have battered at the ivory tower of 
writer after writer, pushing the in- 
dividgal genius into the arena as 
Dante was pushed by the polities of 
.Italy and Milton by the English Civil 
War. Mrs. Naidu was a supreme ex- 
ample of this type of historic conflict. 
For a great man it is possible to stand 
further aloof—Tagore to some extent 


INTO ENGLISH 


HE first instalment of a diary 

by one of Rommel’s soldiers 
in North Africa, “ Pilgrimage to 
Peace,” appears on page 3. The 
author, Herbert Sinz, is now a 
member of the International Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation. 


INTO GERMAN 


WHE anthology, “ Above Ali 

Nations,” compiled by Vera 
Brittain, George Catlin and 
Sheila Hodges, recording “ acts 
of kindness done to enemies, in 
the late war, by men of many 
nations,” has now been issued m 
German. Uber Allen Valkern, 
edited by Prof. Gerhard Macken- 
roth (whose pamphlet, “Out of 
the Ruins” was published by 
Peace News lately), and trans- 
lated by Ursula Andrasch, is ob- 
tainable .in Germany from the 
Carl Habel Verlagsbuchhandlung. 


can enter, have supported it also, al- 
though aware that the only practical 


alternative suggested has been an _ 


armed and united Scandinavia. They 
believe that the Atlantic Pact will 
‘rob Norway of her independence in 
foreign policy, and end the friendly 
relations which have hitherto existed 
with Soviet Russia. 

Correspondence has shown how 
strongly different points of view are 
held. The threat that Norway will 
be divided within herself is no idle 
threat: the division already ‘exists. 


THE NIGHTINGALE OF INDIA 
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, 1879-1949 


did so—but the sympathy, creative’ 
impulses, and intuitive insight of a 
great woman carries her into the 
heart of the struggle whenever a 
tremendous task awaits.its perfor- 
mers. : 

Hence Mrs: Naidu lied the feminist 
movement in India after experience 
of the militant suffrage campaign in 
England. At the same time she be- 
eame a leader of the Indian Congress 


By VERA BRITTAIN 


movement, and later, in spite of the 
dynamic energy sometimes associated 
with aggression, became part of Mr, 
Gandhi's campaign of  non-co- 
operation and civil disobedience. She 
was the second woman (Annie Besant 
being the first) te be President of the 
National Congress, in 1925. In 1930) 
and 1932 she was imprisoned for her 
political activities, and in 1942, when 
large-scale, civil disobedience was 
ordered, she shared imprisonment for 
eight months with other members of 
the Committee. 


IN THE NEW INDIA 


was natnral, when Indian free- 
at last became a reality, that 
. Naidu should join in the leader- 
of the new India. At first she 
appointed as Governor of the 
United Provinces pending a male 
nominee, but later her appointment 
was confirmed, and Government House 
in Lucknow became an embodiment 
of her strong and vigorous spirit, 
very different from most official 
residences. ; 

As a member of the delegation 
going to Santiniketan next December, 
1 was hoping for an opportunity to 
visit her there which will now never 
be realised. I am glad to learn that 


Agatha Harrison, now in India, spent | 


a weekend in Lucknow with Mrs. 
Naidu before her death. She must 
have reinforced, through this visit, 
the deep sympathy which has so long 
existed between many leading English 
women and the women of India. 
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SATYAGRAHA 


IARLY in his novel, “ Ape 

and Essence” (Chatto and 
Windus, 7s. 6d.), Aldous Huxley 
passes the following judgment 
on Gandhi: : 


“. .« The whole story included an 
inconsistency, almost a betrayal. 
This max who believed only 
people had got himself involved in 
the sub-human mass-madness of 
nationalism, in the would-be super- 
human, but actually diabolic institu- 
tions of the nation-state. He got 
involved wn these things, imagining 
that he could mitigate the madness 
and-convert what was satanic in the 
state to something like humanity. 
But nationalism and the politics of 
power had proved too much for him 


..... We killed him because, after 
having briefly (and fatally) played 
the political game, he refused any 
tonger to go on dreaming our dream 
of @ national Order.” 


It is interesting to set beside this 
judgment that of another pacifist 
whose book, Satyagraha (Regnery, 
$2), has recently been published in 
“America. According to R. R. Diwakar, 
it was precisely Gandhi’s outstanding 
achievement to have “taught mankind 
to extend its domestic attitude to- 
wards wrongdoers in the family, to 
wrongdoers in general. He believed 
that Satyagraha could be used in the 
political sphere precisely as in the 
domestic sphere ”—and his belief was 
justified by the event: 


“Satyagraha has been used in 
practically all fields and on all oc- 
casions, save during an invasion by 
an armed enemy. It has proved it- 
self as a subsiztute for war. The 
great Indian experiment stands for 
all to see.” 


What are we to make of this dis- 
crepancy? 

It must be confessed 
Diwakar has failed to substantiate 
his high-pitched claims. His book is 
by no means the objective and critical 
study of non-violent resistance, or 
even of the Indian non-violent resis- 
tance, that is so badly needed today. 


In the first place, he assigns a uni- 
versal validity to tactics evolved by 
Gandhi in a quite peculiar historical 
and geographical context. It needs 
no great acumen to perceive, for ex- 
ample, that. the open organisation of 
civil disobedience, upon which Gandhi 
laid so much stress, would have been 
inconceivable except in an Empire 
which, as’ he himself acknowledged, 
gave its subject “‘ the freest scope pos- 
sible for his energies and honour, and 
whatever he thinks due to his con- 
science,” an Empire possessing “ cer- 
tain ideals with which he had fallen 
in love.’ Elsewhere, at the first 
murmur of revolt, Gandhi might well 
have been found “confessing” to 
reptilian treasons, espionage, cur- 
rency-dealings, ete. 


_ In the second place, Mr. Diwakar, 
though he starts by distinguishing 
sharply batween Satyagraha and pas- 
sive resistance—the one implying 
genuine love for the opponent, the 
other being merely an expedient of 
the involuntarily _unarmed—persis- 
tently ignores the distinction later on, 
thereby conveying the impression that 
Satyagraha was really adopted on a 
mass-scale in India. It was not, nor 
was the Home-rule Gandhi’s cam- 
paigns furthered the Home-rule he 
himself desired. 


Does this, however, mean that we 
must accept Mr. Huxley’s conclusion 
—that morality has no place in poli- 
tics; that the holy man must of neces- 
sity be a recluse, and the institutions 
of the nation-state be diabolic? Surely 
not. The very freedom that enabled 
Gandhi to perform his miracles—or 
mistakes—was secured to him” by 
these institutions. In reproaching 
Gandhi for making the good the ally 
of the best, Mr. Huxley only makes 
the best the enemy of the good. 


—— 


in |, 


that Mr. | 


All 1 
“Alt iS 
AM very sorry to see that 
Fritz Kuster’s newspaper, 
Das Andere Deutschland, is be- 
ing discontinued, owing to 
financial difficulties. 

Herr Kuster, who, on March 4, 1933 
—the day before Hitler’s terror- 
election—published a final warning 
against the consequences of a Nazi 
victory, was arrested on March 6, 
and spent the next twelve years in a 
concentration camp. Immediately 
after his liberation, in May, 1945, he 
recommenced his efforts for the 
democratisation of Germany: but 
more than a year was allowed to 
elapse before he was granted a 
license by the Military Government 
to re-start his paper. By then, in- 
valuable opportunities had been lost, 
and the clumsily-prepared currency 


reform still further weakened his .« 


support. 

Today, “democracy is on the de- 
fensive,” Fritz Kister ‘writes once 
again. To the Western Powers, anti- 
Bolshevism has become more impor- 
tant than democracy, and the most 
outspoken anti-Bolshevists being for- 
mer Nazis, radical democrats are 
liable to be smeared as Communist 
fellow-travellers. “This may be a 
compelling reason to redouble our 
efforts: but without adequate finan- 
cial support, the continued publica- 
tion of Das Andere Deutschland is 
not secured.... It was our desire to 
unite the Left on the basis of a radi- 
cal democratic programme. ... This 
endeavour has not met with sufficient 
response.” 

* 


JRELLOWSHIP reports that Japan- 

ese and American leaders are dis- 
cussing a “limited” rearmament for 
Japan, in the light of the “ Soviet 
threat.” Japan’s constitutional re- 
nunciation of war and armaments, dic- 
tated by the U.S. in 1945, is now de- 
scribed by Hanson W. Baldwin as 
“ distinetly unrealistic.” 


* 

A FRIEND who has the unenviable 

task (for a writer of outstanding 
quality) of contributing reports and 
articles to a certain “ progressive”’ 
periodical, tells me that none of these 
are permitted to appear until every 
forceful or original phrase has been 
translated into its committee equiva- 
lent. Max Plowman used to say that 
the Chairman of the Cambridge <Tri- 
bunal winced whenever the word 
“eonscience”’ was uttered. Words 
that make my friend wince are: 
“viewing with alarm and/or con: 


erist.... 


cern”’; ‘‘a worth-while job’'; “ with- 
out distinction of race, class, creed or 
nationality’; “understanding and 
goodwill” .... Readers who feel, 
with us, that it is time an Index of 
Forbidden Words and Phrases was 
compiled for the use of “ progres- 
sives ”"—the word “progressive” it- 


(Cartoon by Mays.) 
“Did you say my hands 
AND my face?” 


self, of course, would be among the 
first to be ineluded—are cordially in- 
vited to contribute to a list which, we 
feel certain, can be almost indefinitely 
extended. 

* 


“J T’S not like March,” said my next- 
door neighbour last week-end, as 
we watched our half-opened daffodils 
slowly disappearing under the snow. 
The week before it had not been like 
February. Next month, unless every 
single day is diversified by showers 
and sallies of sunshine, I am quite 
sure it will not be like April. 
Whence, I wonder, do Englishmen 
derive their seasonal norms—for 
somewhere, all of us cherish an ideal 
of what each month should be? It 


ALL FOOLS DAY 
EADERS have chaffed us for 
launching the larger Peace News 
on All Fools’ Day. But it is not 80 
inappropriate as you might think. 
Prudent standards would judge it folly 
to give more when we are recelvin 
less. We are taking a great risk 
Is it wise? However PN readers 
know another wisdom which some 
think pretty foolhardy. PN Directots 
have great faith in the vision and 
vitality which you, dear reader, devote! 
to the supreme folly of working fot 
peace in a war-minded world. All 
Fools together then!—in a great Aprii 
Ist effort to speed the new PN on its 
way. 

1. Street sellers in every town. 


| 2. PN displayed in every news- 

| agents’. 

| 3..4 copy to every known sy™ 
pathiser. 


4. Gifis to the FORWARD ‘FUND® 


Extra copies will be available, 4 
lib., at 1s. 6d. a dozen, post free. We 
depend on EVERY pacifist group and 
reader to lend. a hand in at least on® 
of the above ways. Plan, and place 
‘your order NOW. 


Ff 


We thank those, from the old-age pens 
in Burnley to the Doctor in Thetford, 

have responded so promptly to our gesture 
faith. Now it’s YOUR turn to see that 
get that £250 by the end of this moe 


Contributions gince Feb. 25: £17 4s. 8d. 

Total for 1949: £113 5s, 4d. - 

Please make cheques, etc., payable to Poe 
Newa, Ltd., and address them to the Accoum 
ant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, Ne 7 


—S 
cannot be from observation, sinc’, the 
facts so regularly and signally fall 
accord with them. Is it, then, om 


those rhymes we learned in childhoots — 


about April .showers bringing 10 
May flowers and so on? 

the source of our expectations, not 5 
ing, it seems can affect their annue 


recurrence. No matter how often te a | 


are disappointed, still it’s the weabae? 
that’s to blame! 
:How much 
would become, and how much 1 
grumbling there would be, if only ee 
could admit that summer 3 
summer does, and discard these ideale) 
once and for all! But how muel” 
simpler it would become, too, if We 
could admit that life is what life 
does, and discard the notion that ¥ 
have any right to be happy! Them 
indeed, we might be well on the way 
towards becoming children of Hitt 
who maketh his sun to rise on thé 
evil and on the good, and sendetl 
rain on the just and the unjust. . - * 


Aberystwyth 


HOPE I am not alone in regretting 
the aggressive tone of your re- 
port of Mr. Shinwell’s reception at 
Aberystwyth. We may justly rejoice 
that “the University College is en- 
deavouring to dissociate itself from 
the University Training Corps,” and 
that so many students apparently 
oppose military preparations. But 
one wonders how much of the opposi- 
tion was engendered by genuine paci- 
fism: for university’ students are not 
particularly noted for steadfastness 
in their enthusiastic denunciation of 
policies they dislike. How many mem- 
bers of the Oxford Union who voted 
against fighting for “King and 
Country ” in the famous pre-war de- 
bate became conscientious objectors 
during the war? 

Your report says that the students 
massed to make a fiasco of the march 
past of 25 pieces of military equip- 
ment in the Territorial recruiting 
campaign; that Mr. Shinwell acceded 
to repeated demands for a speech by 
standing on a lorry from which he 
“attempted” to speak to the students; 
and that he had repeatedly to ask for 
a hearing. There is nothing very 
pacific about rowdyism and denying 
even the Secretary for War a fair 
hearing after he had been pressed to 
make a speech. 

I don’t suppose that Mr. Shinwell, 
the Government or the University 
College Authorities think any more 
kindly of pacifism as a result of the 
incident. If any of them read Peace 
News, they are probably more im- 
pressed by Sybil Morrison in the 
column adjoining your report of the 
Aberystwyth affair. She says: “To 
remain unruffled, even if, through 
persistent heckling, it is impossible to 
state a full case, will often result in 


a sympathetic hearing in the end, and 


certainly in sympathetic contacts with , 


some of the audience after the meet- 
ing is over.” 
HERBERT BYARD 
The Folk House, 
Daglingworth, 


Tomatoes, and other things 


JN the last two or three commen- 

taries, Maurice Cranston has dealt 
ably with the problems of infant mor- 
tality, dentists’ fees and the film 
crisis, and no doubt he will soon be 
writing on women’s fashions, men’s 
wear and the most efficient way t 
grow tomatoes. s 

Surely the weekly commentary 1s 
expected by the vast majority of 
readers to have a direct bearing on 
the problems of war and peace? 


LETTERS 


Cirencester, Glos. 


Ministry of Peace 
OW that women are becomin&) 
vocal for peace; and bearing i# 
mind that we have Ministries an 
Ministers administering almost every 
part of our daily life. Why shoul 
we not have a “Ministry of Peace 
with (dare one suggest it) a womait 
as Minister of Peace? a 
Women have everything to gall” 
and nothing to lose, by voicing thel! 
passionate protest ‘against the horrh 
fying assumption of a third world) 
war. 

There must be a way to use thé 
people’s will for peace; to build # 
secure world, free from fear. 

Let us demand a Ministry of Peat 
with an equal footing in the Budge¥ 
with the Ministry of War, with all 
the millions it needs to carry out this 
greatest of all national and humai 
aims: “ Permanent Peace.” 

Women Unite! 


ETHEL A. LEWIS 
The Manse, , 
Brill, Aylesbury, Bucks. 


When Peace News ceases to be a- 
pacifist newspaper and beeomes a 
weekly journal for the average 


family, then there will be scope for 
articles on various topics unconnected 
with pacifism. But at present, ir- 
relevant subjects seem to me to be 
quite out of place in the leading 


article. 
TRISTAN NELSON 


Pacifist Publicity Bureau, 
66a, Drayton Park, N. 
(Whatever the vast majority of 

readers, or Mr. Nelson, may expect, 

it has been the stated policy of Peace 

News to present the views of pacifisis 

on all topics, not merely on war and 

peace. It is even arguable that war 
and peace is the one topic wpon which 
the pacifist has nothing distinctive to 
say. We hope shortly to carry an 
article an the most_efficient way of 
growing tomatoes.—Ed.) 


Peace News is open for the expression 0 | 
all points of view relevant to pacifist” 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigned) 
do not necessarily represent the policy of the” 
Peace Pledge Union of which it is the weekly 
prgan. Nor does -the acceptance of advertis 
ments imply any endorsement of or 
connexion with the matter advertised. 


ESSENTIAL READING 
FOR ACTIVE PACIFISTS 


THE PPU | 
JOURNAL | 
MONTHLY FOURPENCE 


From Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
N.4, or from your local PPU Group 
(Postage 1d.). 


3 
THE FORWARD FUND has started a 
but is far from making the grade rede 


Whatever ~ 


simpler everything | 


is wha 


iE 


oe 


tT Ey 


some 
“nd | an, 19; 1942 
yote™ . 
: for O, by Allah, the desert does 
sa not belong to the English, 
Any "Nor to the Italians, nor to the 
ps Germans. It belongs to no one, 
Save the nomads who have been 
res Supplying us these two days 
ay With food. I am lying in front 
jf the tent, looking out into a 
IND | 8reat tawny wilderness. To 
», al | What can one compare this 
We | @sert? I would liken it to an 
f a ld man, whose face is dry and 
place” )Wizened, but whose deep-set 
yes retain still a fiery glow. 
well 'Two days ago, when our hard- 
one "Pressed unit, composed of Germans 
, who |) and Italians, had to surrender to the 
a inglish near Halfaya, we, a small 
Cattered group of soldiers, escaped 


7M. x @ made prisoners owing to our 

S$Olated position. Now we are trying 
9 find our way back to the Army. 
With us are two Indian prisoners, 


vie : fallen into our hands whilst conduct- 
_— hg a reconnaissance. One of them 
— “ooks after us all in a most touching 
. the Manner, bearing the cannister and 
“4 to Water-bottles for the Bedouin women 
from | 4nd making a fire of dung which 
200d emits acrid smoke. The other 
rorth Meditates while preparing something 
aval ~q) to cat. He speaks English well, and 
the 4 Conversation strikes up between us. 
nual | 
the ‘ | 
ither ; i : r 
v 1942 FLASHBACK 
hing To Cairo GHQ and Admiralty reports: 
Jess Jan. 17: The Axis garrison at Halfaya sur- 


rendered unconditionally . . . 5,500 prisoners 
taken . . .Many Axis troops exceedingly 
weak from lack of supplies and water. 


Jan. 29: Two strong enemy tank columns ad- 
vancing on Benghazi obliged the 7th Indian 
"Infantry Brigade to give ground. The Ger- 
man High Command, reporting the reoccu- 
pation of Benghazi, announced Rommel pro- 
Mmoted to the rank of Colonel -General. 


ar, 24: British naval forces in the Mediter- 
}fanean secured torpedo hit on the Italian 
battleship Littorio. Axis claime to have 

mk a cruiser, three destroyers. and a 
000-ton merchantman are baseless. 


—— 


~ “Do you know about Gandhi?” he 
asks me. : 
Tnod. “I have read about him in 
the hewspapers. Not more.” 
“Do you know that there would not 


"he a war if all thought as he does?” 


ming “T have not much faith in these 
g i apostles of peace. You can not reach 
an Many clear decision by means of pas- 


wery 
oul 

ace 
mame 


1, Sive resistance.” 
| ‘The Indian stirs his pot! ‘“ Gandhi’s 
Spiritual power reaches beyond the 
" Srasp of most human beings.” 

4 _ “Even he cannot turn what is evil 
gail to good,” I answer. ; 
thet “But he unerringly believes in 
ort) What is good, he abhors-violence and 
orld War,” 


“Te you are a partisan of Gandhi 


the and his peace politics, as your words 
Id SUggest, why are you fighting, 
Weapon in hand, on the African 


“Tront?” 
» “In order to be able to live en- 
irely like Gandhi, one has first to 
Kindle the fire of a love strong enough 
0 wipe out hatred of others.” 
| The young Bedouin interrupts our 
, Conversation. In a mixture of 
) falian and Arabic he tells me about 
his girl, whose eyes are like nar- 
)“issi, whose charm and loveliness are 
ike a flower-scented paradise. 
T jend only half an ear to what he 
Says. Within me there is echoing the 
ise S0und of that Love which overcomes 
PPU the hatred of- others. 


> | Feb. 5. 1942 


FRYE moon has woven a magic 
_ & splendour over Benghazi 
Which, for a week now, has been 


in our hands again. 
. Rommel] has succeeded in recover- 
Ing the initiative. We are advancing 
apidly. I have remained behind with 
e wounded. Friend and foe lie in a 
War hospital near the graves of 
Saints, which, deeply sunk in shadow 
and enveloped in a greenish atmos- 
Phere, look strangely phantasmagoric. 


] 


z 


In the African desert the Indian prisoner talked of Gandhi. .« 


PILGRIMAGE TO PEACE 


Leaves from the diary of one 
of Rommel’s soldiers 


by 


Dr. HERBERT SINZ 


who is now thirty-five, was a leader of the Catholie youth movement in 


Germany until it was banned by Hitler m 19388. 


He travelled widely, 


both inside and outside Europe, wrote plays for theatre and radio, and 
books on art, literature and the peoples of the world. As a soldier in 
Rommel’s army, he took part in the North African campaign, but was 
invalided out in 1942 with tuberculosis, and has been confined in 


hospitals ever since. 


He is now in a sanatorium at Davos-Woifgang, 


Switzerland, where he is hoping to be reunited at last with his wife, 


and the daughter whom he has never seen. 


The extracts from his 


diary, which we are publishing this week and next, record some of the 
incidents and reflections that have led him finally to join the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. 


I draw near an English lieutenant 
who has had his shoulder-blade 
erushed by a grenade. He tells me 
he was an Oxford student and learned 
German. Thereupon I pass him my 
Faust which, besides the New Testa- 
ment, I have always with me. He 
knows Faust as well as J, if not 
better. 

“Faust,” he says, “is you and I. 
He is man, whose aspirations reach 
towards God, but whose being is bound 
to chaos. Again and again we succumb 
to the powers of -destruction within 
ourselves.” 

“Yes,” I reply, “man errs as long 
-as he seeks.” 

“ But through all defeats he never- 
theless goes on the way of victory,’ 
says the Englishman, “for God leads 
him towards clarity.” 

“You are right, we return to the 
Divine as into the maternal womb 
whence we have come.” 

“But why always the chaos first. 
“Why through misery, suffering and 
war?” he whispers to himself. 

“Yes, why? That question is ever- 
lastingly on its way to Heaven.” . . 

J look at the young lieutenant. He 
remains silent. His nose is very 
pinched. He needs rest. I leave him. 

Outside the door an Arab is seated 
with hhis legs crossed underneath him, 
murmuring, “Allah hu  akbar’’—- 
“God is great,” 


Naarch 26, [942 


* BRITISH-ITALIAN gea 
battle is waging in the 
Mediterranean. We, the sick 
and wounded, waiting in wooden 
huts in the harbour of Tripoli 


ce eT na | 


for our transport home, do not 
feel happy at the idea of this 
journey by sea. Most of us have 
an uneasy memory of the Eng- 
lish submarines and the RAF. 


Towards 3 o’clock in the morning’ 
we are assembled on an armed cargo 
boat. Over the bay there is a slight 
mist, which is said to: favour the 
journey against air attack. Those 
who can be transported are laid in 
long rows on the deck. I havea fever 
and am wondering anxiously whether 
we shall be able*to stand this jour- 
ney safely. Up to this moment I have 
hardly paid any attention to the other 
comrades. I glance. to the right. 
There someone is lying with his head 
bandaged, and His deep grey eyes 
scrutinising the night sky. In the 
east, there appears a faint, perhaps 
illusory, light. + 


The ship’s engine starts thumping, 
and with moderate speed our barque 
ploughs the waves, 


Abruptly the man on the rigtit 
starts talking. “The wages of sin is 
death.” 

I listen, stfick by his words. The 
fog becomes heavier. 

“As far as I can grasp your words, 
comrade,” I say, inclining to the 
right, “you are quoting a passage 
from the Epistle to the Romans.” 

The man nods. -“I am a theolo- 
gian.” 

“An Army chaplain? ” 

“No, I was mobilised as a nurse. 
My left ear has been torn away, I 
hope that, as far as I am concerned, 
the war is over. I hate it. What 
about you? ” 

“T don’t like it either, but I don’t 
revolt against doing my duty like 


> be = 
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millions of others when the father 
land needs me,” : 


“At the word ‘fatherland’ I see 
in my mind today a perfect painting 
by an artist, over which someone has 
spélled ink,” the replies. 

“Your similes are audacious, com- 
rade.” 


“Are you frightened by my talk? 
I mean, do you fear it might reach 
ears for which it is not destined?” 
Slowly he turns his head to the 
lientenant on the right. 

“No,” I say, “1 am glad to be 
lying here beside you.” 

The thunder of far-away guns Is 


rolling over the sea. Our ship 
changes her course. , 
The theologian starts in a low, 


monotonous voice: “The first man 
separated himself by his own will from 
God and tendered his hand to the 
devil. Ever since, the devil has had 
a claim upon man because man him- 
self yielded him the claim. His con- 


connection with God has been 
interrupted.” _ 
I agree with my comrade. The 


sea on which we are sailing makes me 
think of the simile of a diver, unable 
to breath any longer once his connec- 


_tion with the oxygen above is broken. 


“And yet,” my neighbour goes on, 
“Man cannot draw a single breath 
without God. In spite of that we 
dare to ignore Him, to treat Him as 
a rival. We get involved in wars, 
trusting solely in our own power.” 


“ Ves, hatred of God and of peoples” 


for one another runs a black stream 
through humanity,” I say, listening 
to the engines throbbing more quietly 
now. : 

Then we go full steam ahead again. 
“There is something in» the air,” I 
murmur. - 

“Are you frightened,” asks the 
theologian, “because you seem to 
have gone through a lot already?” 

“Oh, I was only thinking that it 
would not be a very nice death to be 
drowned with a fever in the Mediter- 
ranean.” : 

“T hate the death of a soldier in 
~whatever form.” . 

“T can well believe it, when a 
grenade has_ been 


your ears. I know about it.” 

“No, that is not the reason. At 
heart, I am a pacifist.” 

 Pa-ci-fist? Such people are 


usually shot when there is a war,” I 
remark, surprised. 

“But because I am not yet pre- 
pared to follow out my pacifism to 
the end, I have been in Africa—and 
that is why I am lying here now,” 
he replies. 

“Yes, to the end. ... Come on, 
comrade, tell.me more about it!” 


(To be concluded) 


PUBLICATIONS RECE 


Bread and Peace, by Roy Walker. 
The C. W. Daniel Co. Lid., 1s.* 


UNGER is the greatest enemy of 

peace. In this clear and forceful 
pamphlet Roy Walker argues very 
cogently that the world could. be much 
better fed wpon a vegetarian diet. It 
is no accident that Shelley, Tolstoy, 
Thoreau and Gandhi were vegetarians. 
The true use of food is to minister to 
the well-being of the whole man, body 
mind and spirit, and this function is 
not fulfilled when there is necessity 
to repress imaginative knowledge of 
the slaughter of flesh and fowl. This 
is an important pamphlet, and the 
writer’s ability to marshal his facts 
must be acknowledged even by those 
of us who do not accept all his con- 
clusions. 


Fox Preservation. National Society 
for Abolition of Cruel Sports. 
The hypocrisy of most fox-hunters 
is exposed here. Their true aim is 
not to exterminate foxes humanely, 


‘but to preserve and propagate them 


artificially for sport. Stag Hunting, 


another booklet from the same 

Society, gives further necessary pub- 

licity to what is surely the most bar- 

baric of all “pastimes.” 

Friends in Action—Nowhere to Go. 
Friends Home Service Committee, 
4d.* , 
The story of Friends’ work amongst 


displaced persons, told in a very in- 

teresting manner. 

Quaker and Evangelical, by William 
E. Wilson. Friends Home Service 
Committee, 6d.* 

_ This booklet is an assessment of the 

life and work of Rendel Harris. It 

clearly states Harris’s position as a 

Quaker and an Evangelical, and shows 

how he differed from his. funda- 

mentalist contemporaries. All Liberal 

Christians will find this to be an in- 

teresting and valuable pamphlet. 

Registering as a CO. Central Board 
for Conscientious Objectors, 6d.* 
Once again, the CBCO has produced 

a pamphlet dealing with the needs of 
the moment, and one has to recognise 
the hard work which is entailed in. 
the very clear and lucid explanations 
of statutes and regulations which 
emanate from the CBCQ. Like its 
predecessors, the pamphlet is indis- 
pensable to COs and their helpers. 


World Law, by Ithel Davies and 
James Avery Joyce. World Citi- 
zenship Movement, 6d.* 

This booklet is really _a plea for the 
establishment of an international 
police force, although it also deals 
with wider issues. It is intended to 
be a basis for study and discussion 
on the new approach to International 
Law which is involved in the applica- 
tion of World Unity ideals to this 
vital field of world relationships. 


IVED 


Comparative Systems of Law Enforce- 
ment, by Charles Reith. PN Pam- 
phiet, 3d.* 

This is an extremely informative 
and well-written pamphlet. Both 
Jaws and authority are dependent 
upon machinery, for enforcing laws. 
It is essential for. the internal peace 
of: any community that its police sys- 
tem should be based upon the approval 
and goodwill of the members of that 
community.. Mr. Reith traces the 
growth of the police system in this 
country, and in the United States. 
It is hard to realize that the elemen- 
tary. idea that the purpose of a police 
system was the prevention of crime 
had to'be forced upon the British 
people against strong hostility. The 
influence of our police system during 
the past hundred years has been Very 
great. The same thing is true of the 
United States, but there, unfor- 
tunately, the system is different, and 
political pressure plays its part. It 
is no coincidence that those areas of 
the world which have .depended for 
the preservation of peace upon crude 
and tyrannical police systems have 
been the most fertile sources of war. 
Wiat of the establishment of order 
between nations? Adl international- 
ists will do well to find out what Mr, 
Reith has to say about this. J.V.: 


* Obtainable from Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, N.4. Post 1d. 
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In Italy, U.S.A. and France 


MORE PROTESTS AT 
IMPRISONMENT 


OF 


Court Martialled—Acquitted 


DUTCH C.O. 
REFUSES TO 


WEAR UNIFORM 


(right of conscientious objection 


HARGED with refusing to 

obey an order to put on a 
ibattledress blouse “on May 4, 
1948, in time of war,” and wil- 
fully persisting in his disobedi- 
ence, 2 Dutch CO, Fethus van 
Lieshout has been acquitted by 
a Court Martial. It was ruled 
that he was driven to the act by 
force majeure — his conscien- 
tious objection. 

The acquittal is a triumph for Hein 
van Wijk, Lieshout’s counsel, who has 
fought’ hard for recognition of the 
right of a soldier to become a con- 
scientious objector. 


MINISTRY CRITICISED 


The Court Martial Report points 
out that Lieshout’s appeal to the War 


Minister for recognition as a CO was | 


turned down without the Minister’s 
Commission having before it any par- 
ticulars regarding “the psychological 
disposition, life history, family cir- 
cumstances, nature of employment 
and personal circumstances of the ac- 
cused whereas the Court Martial does 
have these at its disposal.” : 

The Court Martial Report com- 
plains of the insufficient description of 
the Commission’s hearing contained 
in the brief minutes put before them, 
and then details the further informa- 
* tion brought before the Court. 

This included.a report ‘from an 
army psychiatrist that the defendant 
was “diagnosed as being a normal 
personality,” and from an army 
chaplain that Lieshout ‘ must be ac- 
cepted as a conscientious objector in 
the sense of the Refusal of Military 
Service Act.” 


“HE IS IN EARNEST” 


The Court Martial Report con- 
cludes: 

WHEREAS the Court ‘Martial, in 
view of the aforementioned infor- 
mation, letters and declarations of 
witnesses and the accused’s own 
declaration, as also the manner in 
which, at the session of the court, 
he made his statement, has gained 
the conviction that his objections 
have been actually inspired by the 
voice of conscience; that he is very 
much in earnest about them and 
has very seriously reflected on 
them ; 

WHEREAS the Court Martial is of 
the opinion, that if, notwithstand- 
ing the objections in question, the 
accused were yet to perform milt- 
tary service, he would act in serious 
eontradiction with the compelling 
standards dictated to him by his 
conscience and that in these cir- 
cumstances such a line of conduct 
cannot nor may be reasonably de- 
manded of him; : 

WHEREAS in view of the foregoing, 

, the accused must be considered as 
having committed the act accepted 
above as proved, driven thereto by 
force majeure . . . and therefore 
not ,punishable and should be ‘aec- 
quitted of that with which he is 
charged. 

PRONOUNCING JUSTICE IN THE 
NAME OF. THE QUEEN: The 
accused is declared guilty of the 


act above proved .. . but is not de- 
elared punishable in respect there- 
of ... (and) is acquitted. His 


immediate release is ordered. 

Hein van Wijk, LL.D, is a member 
of the International Council of the 
War Resisters’ International and a 
leading authority on the law as it 
relates to conscientious objection to 
military -service. 


F 


“MEN OF PEACE” 


URTHER protests are being made to the governments of ' 
Italy, France and Ameriea against the prosecution of 


young men who are being prosecuted or imprisoned for re- 
fusal to join in war preparations. 


HE War Resisters’ Interna- 
tional are urging the Italian 
Government to acknowledge the 


and have drawn their attention 
to the recent imprisonment of a 
22-year-old conscientious objec- 
tor, Pietro Pinna. 

In September, 1948, Pietro Pinna 


was called to the Officers’ Training 
(Cadet) School, but informed the 


Commandant that he could not under-- 


take military training and submitted 
a written petition. This petition was 
forwarded to the Minister of Defence 
by the Commandant. 


SENT HOME 


In a letter dated Jan. 22, 1949, the 
Italian Defence Minister dismissed 
Pietro Pinna from the course at the 
Orticers’ ‘Training School and he was 
sent home pending further develop- 
ments. Subsequently, however, Pietro 
Pinna was ordered to be drafted with 
a view to his fulfilling his obligations 
as a militafy conscript. On teb. 6, 
1949, the presented himself as in- 
structed at Casale Monferrato, but 
was not aliowed to state his case and 
was detained in the military_ prison 
there for refusing to comply with 
orders. 


There will probably: be a trial and 
when the result of this is known the 
WRI will advise all national sections, 
asking tor action to be taken. 


“Jt is not our practice,” Grace 
Beaton writes in a recent letter to 
Sections, “to appeal straight away to 
Governments on behalf of men re- 
fusing military service or training 
when first called up, for we take the 
view that we must be able to show 
that these men are sincere and pre- 
pared to face the consequences of their 


-| refusal. 


FIRST OF ITS KIND 


“With regard to Italy, however, 
there are particular reasons for 
taking the matter up at this stage. 
The case of Pietro Pinna is one of the 
very first of its kind since the new 
regime in Italy and ‘we do feel that an 
approach to the Italian authorities in 
this particular case might lead to 
further official consideration of. the 
whole question of the right of con- 
scientious objection, which question 
has already’ been brought before the 
Italian authorities—but so far with- 
out success although the door was not 
absolutely closed. We therefore feel 
that this case might provide an oppor- 
tunity to bring forward the whole 
issue again.” 

PN readers are invited to write to 
Pietro Pinna at the following address: 
1° C.A.R. -4° Compagnia, 

Casale Monferrato, 


(Alessandria), 
Italy. . 
and to his parents, Signor and 


Signora Pinna at 
Via Beatrice d’Este 37, 
Ferrare, 
Ttaly, 
and to give what publicity they can 
to the whole case. 


On behalf of the Peace Pledge 


we 


=~ 


= 
{ RENOUNCE WAR AND 1! WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANQTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member. is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WC1 


Union, Stuart Morris has sent the 
following letters: 
Dear Pietro Pinna, 

I have heard from Grace Beaton of your 
stand against military training and your con- 
sequent imprisonment. I want on behalf of 
the Peace Pledge Union to thank vou for the 
witness you are-making and to assure you of 
eur support in any possible way. I nove that 
the sense of fellowship with other war resis- 
ters will cheer you in Your imprisonment and 
that you will be helped and encouraged by the 
knowledge that you are so bravely serving the 
best cause of all. With all good wishes, 


yours very sincerely, 
Stuart Morris. 


Dear Signor and Signora Pinna, 


I have heard from Grace Beaton of the 
imprisonment of your son Pietro for his re- 
fusal to take part in military training. I 
know that this is bound to cause you anxicty, 
and we wish to assure you of our sympathy 
in your difficult time. At the same iime, we 
very much hope that it will be some camsola- 
tion to you to remember the value of the 
stand your son is making and the way in 
which his action is appreciated by thousands 
of other war resisters throughout the world. 
He is one of the pioneers of the new order 
of international fellowship and understanding 
and of a world which hag renounced war. As 
such we greet him and you his »arents. 

With all good wishes, 


yours very sincerely, 
Stuart Morris. 


TWO YEARS’ EACH 


FOR Il C.0.s 


[NX the USA a call for “a halt to 
" the ‘imprisonment of young men 
of peace,” has been signed by thirty- 
five Church and literary figures and 
sent to the Press. Among’ those sign- 
ing the letter, which also asks for the 
release of American non-registrants 
for military service and other COs, 
are John Dos Passos, Louis Adamic, 
Pearl Buck, Louis Untermeyer, S, 
William Draper Lewis, Albert Wo 
Palmer, Bishop Appleton Lewis and 
Ralph §8. Cushman. 


With eleven U.S. COs now serving 
prison terms averaging two years 
each and over thirty other cases pend- 
ing in the courts, the latter asks: 

“Do men who endeavour ‘iterally to carry 
out the injunctio: of the Sermon on the 
Mount merit penitentiary sentences? Must 
the stigma of felons be attached to them 
because in refusing to do what to us ig a 
Mere mafter of form, they remain as stead- 
fast in their convictions as the early Chris- 
tians who would mot offer the pich of in- 
tence before the Emperor’s image?” q 
Although those signing the letter 

all feel that conscientious objectors 
should have registered, they “ main- 
tain it is utterly absurd to imprison 
them.” Instead, they urged judges, 
district attorneys and the Depart- 
ment of Justice to use their “ wide 
discretion” and grant suspended 
sentences or probation. 

“Let us not in the Uniteq States be 
guilty of the same type of oppression that 
drove to our shores. the ancestors of so many” 
of gur finest citizens,” the letter wamns. ) 

“The imprisonment of conscientious ob- 
jectors does not become the government of a 
nation aspiring to the moral leadership of 
the world in opposing Russia and her satel- 
lites for their oppression of minorities to- 
day.” 

Another group, called the Peace- 
makers likewise signed a _ protest 
against the jailing of COs, calling 
such action by the government 
“morally abhorrent.” 


The statement, signed by 300 per- 
sons, including clergymen of a num- 
ber of denominations, called on the 
government “to find ways of ending 
the policy of imprisoning” young 
men who refuse to register. 

The signers said that if the govern- 
ment did not do this, it had no right, 
“on grounds of expediency,: to ignore 
women and older men like ourselves 
who continueusly approve and pro- 
mote conscientious disobedience to the 
draft. Whatever ‘ guilt’ attaches to 
one, attaches to all.” 


“We are -firmly convinced,” the 
statement said, “that preparation for 


You can’t — 
sit on 


bayonets | 


“You often hear it said, ‘ There 
won’t be war if we prepare 
overwhelming military strength. 
Is that oft-repeated claim well- 
founded? Or is it simply shrewd 
propaganda by those who gain irom 
military expansion and war? His- 
torically all-out military strength 
has required cruelly oppressive 
taxation. But in peacetime n° 
people will long endure pack- 
breaking taxes simply to suppor 
gigantic ‘military brass.’ Domes- 
tie discontent appears. : 
press this resistance to militarism 
war becomes a ‘must,’ Recent e% 
amples of how nations have taken 
this downhill ride into war havé 
been Germany, Japan, and Italy: 


“ Most modern wars have been waged 
by rulers promising peace, bub 
overburdened with defensive mili- 
tary preparations. These wars 


have proven repeatedly the truth © 


of Talleyrand’s warning to Napo- 
leon ‘You can do anything with 
bayonets, sire, except sit on them. 
Talleyrand knew that when #@ 
nation has mobilised for war the 
‘politicians arfd the generals must 
manceuvre it into actual war OF 
lose their prestige and power. 


“In 1940 war preparedness 
America went into high gear. BY 
November 25, 1941, Secretary 0 
War Stimson was writing in his 
diary these words: ‘The questio® 
was how we should mancuvle 
them (the Japanese) into the posi- 
tion of firing the first shot without 
allowing too.much danger to oul 
selves.’ Twelve days later war 
arrived. Does Stimson’s commen 
help to clear up the mystery 9 
Pearl Harbour? 

It is becoming quite vopular 6 


“ 


wrap yourself in the. flag and shoul | 


for unlimited war spending, Hvety 
American wants an adequate dée= 
fence. More than that, evety 
American is perfectly willing t? 
nay 
side in order to have' that adequate 
defence. But does $120 per capita 
on war spending here now as com- 
pared with a per capita burden il 
Canada of $20, and in Britain of 
$60, indicate defence spending ov 
something more? A wild spree of 
spending on the military now is 20 
service to America. 
likely that it is’ a service to any 
potential enemies. ‘Surely they 
would like nothing better than t 
see us overload ourselves with 
military spending as France did 
after World War I. Already we 
are spending the fantastic sum of 
$8,014 per man in military service. 
This compares with $7.277 ner mam 
at the height of hostilities im 
1944-45, : 


“The probable consequences of military 
debauchery now would seem to be one 
of these: i. Global war, generated from 
American sources if the Russians deter- 
mine to avoid open conflict; ii. A reign 
of militarism and inflation in the United 
States ewhich will reduce the people to 
serfdom; iii. A let-down in several years 
that would find us, like our armed forces 
at Peart Harbonr, with plenty of strength 
but everybody asleep either physically 
or psychologically. 


“These vossibilities confront Con- 
gress. Hitler propagandised the 
erman people into accepting the 
idea that Communism was more 
dangerous to them than all-out 
militarism and regimentation sat 
home. Must we repeat his per- 
formance? Or was Hitler right?” 


—HOWARD BUFFET, US. 
Congress. 


atomic and bacterial war and con- 


in 


for a margin on the excess: 


+ 
To sup | 


It is more 


serintion of youth for such war is | 


suicidal, irrational and profoundly 
evil. We shall try to discourage any 
co-operation with it. but without 
violence and in a spirit of goodwill 
toward all.” 


PPU LETTER 


The Peace Pledge Union have, sent 
a letter to the French President ask- 
ing for the release of César Bugany. 
the French CO who was the subjeet 
of an appeal made in last week’s 
Peace News. The following were in- 
vited to sign the letter and did so: 
Vera Brittain, Fenner Brockway, Alex 
Comfort, Prof. C. E. M. goad, 
Augustus John, Lady Parmoor, Her- 
bert Read, Bertrand Russell, Sybil 
Thorndike and Michael Tippett. 
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} 1947." 


AMERICAN 
WAR RESISTERS’ 
25th ANNIVERSARY 


HE following telegram was sent 

by the Peace Pledge Union to 
€ American War Resisters’ League 

the occasion of their 25th Anniver- 
ry Dinner on March 1:— 

“PPU greets WRL on occasion of 25th 
ANniversary expressing solidarity with alk 
War resisters and appreciation of those re- 
fusing draft. Our method the only realisti¢ 
answer to the present difficulties and our 
fause the only one which can win. Stuart 

orris.” 


Nearly 300 members were present 
at the dinner, held in the Community 
hurch, 40 East 35th Street, New 
York. ‘he telegrams and cablegrams 
0m abroad were greeted with loud 
applause as they were read out. 


|/mong those sent from England were 
WMessares from Vera Brittain, Wilfred 


llock, and Laurence Housman. 
Bayard Rustin, who had recently 
Slurned from a world tour to serve 
‘sentence imposed on him as the 
Sult of a colour-bar demonstration, 
ane one of Mahatma Gandhi's 
favourite songs; speeches were made 
by Miss Pearl Buck, Mr. Caleb Foote 
md Mr. Roy Kepler, executive sec- 
fetary who is about to leave New 
Mork on a nation-wide tour of the 
“eague’s work, 
| The WRL was formed in 1928 when 
& few members of the American 
Fellowship of Reconciliation felt it 
Mecessary to offer fellowship, to war 
pponents who had no religious ties 
aad who might therefore feel less at 
Aeme in the FoR. 
' The WRL and the FoR form the 
"70 American sections of the WRI. 


EN YEARS AGO! 


1 ftom Peace News, March 10, 1939 


A friend who has been sending his 
feace News to someone in Germany 
With whem he corresponds told me 
dst weekend that his German friend 
id not like the things we said about 
Wictatorships. He is a near-Nazi, I 
yet apart from that 
iticism he thinks the views of this 
Rewspaper are sound. 

T told my friend he was not the 


mly one (though it would be quite | 


isleading io suggest there are 
Many) whose German correspondents 
ought we were too hard on Nazism 
md Fascism. But I advised him to 
ly that there are those of our 
sritish readers (and possibly more 
1 our ex-readers!) who are more or 
convinced that we are pro- 
Geist. 
—From the Editor’s Notebook. 


Ed * x 


“TIT have reached a stage in life 
When I cannot help thinking there is 
Something in the Lansbury type of 
Racifism.” 

So said Col. W. L. Owen, DSO, MC, 
Wt the Annual Dinner of the Old 
Momrades Association of the 11th 
Bin. the Royal Regiment (Queen’s) 
Which was raised in Lambeth. 

Colonel Owen, who is president of 
he Association and commanded the 
batilalien in 1918, urged the 200 old 
Boldiers present to study the subject 
OF pacifism. “We are getting the 
Grmamenits now,” he added, “ but 

Mcifism has got to come.” 


* LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 
before publication. ow 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per 
Word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. 
extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
Wayment, except for odd pence. 
Maximum length: 60 words. Address | offered 


Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
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MEETINGS 


, CENTRAL LONDON Group, Ends- 
4eigh Gardens, W.C.1. Fri. Mar. 18 
0. %*F. A. Ridley ‘‘ Russia since 


_ WEIGH HOUSE Church, 
Street, W.1. (Bond St. tube), 
May Evenings at 7. 
eace! Social hour follows. 


Sun- 


Sybil (Large) 
Tuesday, 


Luton | Stay at 


Morrison at Friends 
“all, Harpenden, Herts. 
far. 29, 8 p.m. St. Albans. 


Shad ‘W.G. City friends please sup-| ford, 
Port. . wold 


ACCOMMODATION 


Mooms needed July 15 to Sept. 1/ friends. 


With full board part of the time.|Road, Forest Gate, 

COMFORTABLY 
converted rly. coach to let for hols. 
lovely country, 


Beply direct to Wm. B. Lioyd Jr., 
ed Rosewodd Avenue, Winnetka. 
| HARLY HOLIDAYS at 
ornwall. Delightful walks. 
Oastal scenery. 
sTiendly atmosphere of Atlantic 
auest House, Ideal situation on sea 
~ront. 
omed. Resident proprietors Joan 
Nd Herbert Lomax. 


Bude, | In 
Lovely | walking 


ford, 


{ Free 


Bav. Ashford, Kent. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 
Duke form Vebetarian Guest 
pay Roneavg or a recupera- 
ion; a modern comforts. 
The Gospel of x ee .The Briars, 
he ne atlock. 
WAR & THE. Political Parties— Ambergate 44). 
FOR AN 
“The Yew Trees,” 
Cowley_ 
country.) 
Lilla Tansiley. 
ACCOMMODATION FREE 
WANTED BASE for seeing Eng-|one week. Trees tees 
i for American family with five| Exchange 
Mildren (aged 3 to 20) in Southern |panionship). 
Sngland, preferably nesr the sea.|Married couple one, two children or 


Enjoy restful and|from Trend, Gilmore Farm, 
Thiget chee 
j EVON & CORNWA 

Vegetarians and others wel-| holidays. apa 
illus. 
“ Fairfield,” 


Russian Patriarch’s Peace Appeal 


WILL CHURCHES IN 
WEST RESPOND? 


HE peace appeal made by the Patriarch of Moscow on the 

occasion of the 500th anniversary of the Independence of 

the Russian Church is the subject of an article by Dr. A. D. 
Belden in the British Weekly of Mar. 3. 


He asks whether the passage quoted below is not the kerne! of an 
appefil “which could only have been got out of Russia in the cocoon of 


complete loyalty to the Russian regime.” : 4 
' “TF go,” declares Dr. Belden, “it must surely find its echo in our 


hearts. 


The Patriarch’s 
Message 


The following is the concluding 
passage of the appeal. “ The authen- 
tic Christian ring .. . can hardly 
have been simulated,” , declares the 
Editor of the British Weekly. 


“ (\HILDREN OF CHRIST, Children “of the 

“\’ Holy Church in afl continents and 
nations, Christians all over the world! Do 
not let us be blind mor geaf to the smoulder- 
ing hatred of another war. Ne gone will deny 
that the imperialists, large and small, the 
terrorists, dictators and despisers of men are 
doing the devil’s work by instigating another 
insane orgy of human destruction, which will 
mean the eng of civilisation and deprive life 
of all significance. 

“But we who stand united in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of the earth, 
will build a wall against all attempts to de- 
stroy peace; through our unity and our piety 
we shall destroy any attempts to start another 
war in a world which is not yet purified after 
the bleod, tears, sorrow and death of the last 
one. 

“Yn the great self-sacrificing venture of the 
Russian Orthodox autocephalous Church, the 
Holy Orthodox Ecumenical Church sees the 
firmest foundation for the maintenance of 
Peace, by reason of its fervent prayers and 
self-sacrificing love. We therefore appeal to 
all who call themselves Christians ang who 


‘realise the true destiny of man, to unite in 


opposing everything that stands in the way of 
our Christian calling and our Christian ser- 
vice, and which endeavours ‘to make us the 
toals of the powers of darkness. 

“ Bearing in mind the words of the Apostle 
Paul: ‘Grieve not the Hoty Spirit of God,’ 
we heieve that all right-thinking people far 
and near will hear our call to unity in the 
spirit of peace, love and truth, so that the 
world may be filled with. the licht of Christian 
truth to the glory of the One Eternal God and 
for the blessing of His most dearly loved 
creature—man.” # 


Women’s International Peace 
Campaign in Africa 

A branch of the WIPC has been 
formed in Northern Rhodesia. The 
opening meeting took placeton Feb. 
22, and was well publicised. 

The Petition of the WIPC is now 
being circulated and signed by|women 
in the Union of South Africa, as well 
as in Rhodesia. 


BRIEFLY... 


* 

Two pounds of unrationed food 
have been allowed in food ’ parcels 
sent abroad since Feb. 1, provided 
they contain at least 4 lbs. of rationed 


food or soap. 
% * % 

“The Pigs Have It,’ a reprint of Yaffle 
from Reynolds News. is being widely distri- 
buted_as a PPU leaflet with illustrations by 
the Punch cartoonist, Mays. Supplies are 


available from, The Peace Pledge Union, Dick j 


Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1, at 
2s. 6d. 100 and 20s. 1,000. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


FURNISHED 
3 lady 
Or Box No. replies: Peace News, 3|Derienced driving, 


FLAT Croydon | 


return .part-time ex-jlovely Devon. 


athers weleamed.|Cclusive £3 8s. 


; was 


EASTER, ee holidays in 
2 lose to sea. Coll i 

: little gardening.|‘ Pinehurst ”, Charnberseenre, litre. Cinele: 
Also furnished flatlet return slight|/combe. 
Box 27. 

SEASIDE HOLIDAY acmdtn. 
Vegetarians and 
Vegetarians at Innisfree, St Mary's! 


EDINBURGH FOR | Easter! 8 
for!Darnaway Street. 
Central. 


For one thing it would then indicate a rather patheti¢ belief on 


the part of the Russian Church in 
the perfect good will and the 
Christian spirit of the great Churches 
of the West.” ; 

“Why should we be sceptical of 
the pure intenjon of the Russian 
Church? Has not our own Archbishop 
of York written most highly regard- 
ing the Russian Church? Can the 
wide, rich influence of Tolstoy be al- 
together dead in modern Russia? 
Above all, should we not hold her 
innocent in her purpose until she is 
proved guilty? 

“Knowing the attitude of Rome 
and of the great Protestant Churches 
to their own fovernments we can 
searcely expect the Russian Church to 
do other than give at least conven- 
tional support to the Russian policy. 

“What matters, surely, is the will- 
ingness of this Church to oppose war 
as a solution of the present crisis. 
That would mean the rallying of 100 
million Russian Christians against 
any outbreak of war. 

“Is that prospect of no value to 
Western Christendom? Can the 
ecclesiastical leaders of Britain and 
America do nothing with such an 
opportunity? Shall it be said that 
100 million Christians uttered a cry 
for peace across the world, and 400 
million Christians made no response?” 


Coventry Peace Conference 


‘PHuE delegates to a Peace Con- 

ference held in November, were 
recalled to the Technical College, 
Coventry, on Saturday, Feb. 26, in 
order to discuss the comments sent 
by Mr. Christopher Mayhew, of the 
Foreign Office on a resolution passed 
unanimously, calling for a more 
friendly attitude to Russia, a begin- 
ning in disarmament and an imagi- 
native gesture to Russia to help her 
with her rehabilitation. 

Miss Ruth English, lecturer in 
Russian at Birmingham University, 
dealt with the comments one by one. 

She said Mr. Mayhew’s attitude 
one of pious resignation in- 
dicating as he did that everything 
had been done that was possible and 
it was now Russia’s turn to make an 


| advance, 


Miss English said that capitalistic 


|monopoly had been allowed to rise 


again in Bizonia, whereas in Eastern 
Germany democratisation and de- 
militarisation had taken place, and 
pointed out that the veto was not 


| thought wp by the Russians but by 


President Roosevelt. 

A general discussion followed and 
the hope was expressed that an ans- 
wer would be sent to the Foreign 


Office. 
MARGERY JONES 
PERSONAL 
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EDUCATIONAL 
SPEAKING & WRITING 
: Dorothy Matthews, 
Primrose Hill Road, London, N.W.8. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
GARDEN 


Every: kind of cane 
supplied, 
“Raffa Work & Bas- 
for beginners 2s. 
Further details, 
Bamboo People, 
Dorchester. 


LITERATURE. &c. 
MUSIC PARADE, Magazine for| Endsleigh Street, London, 
GIRL’S YOUTH Club Lar. 
‘or small Free Ch. Residential Settle- 
Also Secy.:Housekpr. 


Intelligent, 
Bookstalls 1s; 
centre for|scriptions 6s. 6d. 
N.W.3. 
Information and 
Literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of|news and jobbing. 
free on application to the} five-day week, Union rate. ¥ 
Childs & Co. (Petersfield) Ltd., 21-3 


Home Service Committee, 
Petersfield, ‘ Hants. 


Friends? House Euston Rd., London.|High Street, 


don. W.1. 
MARRIAGE BUREAU. 
lessons. | introductions arranged 


B.A.,_ 32) Booklet free. 


Canes.|Situatinns are available 
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of Engarement Order, 1947, No. 2921. 
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Pacifist Profiles 
XXX 
DWARD - RICHARDS, U.S. 


treasurer of the War Resisters’ 
Inetrnational, was born in 1886 at 


Yale University and the Yale Forest 
School, and, owing to his profession 
of forestry, was exempted from mili- 
tary service in World War 1. He 
was always a fighter, however, and 
felt rather cheated at:being left out 
of the struggle in this way. Accord- 
ingly, having become a pacifist and 
joined the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion in 1916, he volunteered for “ any 
dangerous work,” and was sent on a 
relief-mision to West Persia. 


Persia was at that time said to be 
the wildest and most dangerous 
quarter of the world. The age-old 


EDWARD RICHARDS 


hatred of the Turks for Syrians and 
Armenians had broken out afresh in 
persecutions and massacres; disease 
was rampant among the 100,000 re- 
fugees—and Edward Richards was in 
charge of the orphans at Uroumiah 
when the Turks and Kurds entered 
the city. 
other, he was able to save his charges 
| solely by a display of absolute fear- 
lessness, combined with a readiness 
to befriend the enemy himself. 


After his return to America, he 
took up forestry again. In 1933, he 
was appointed Chief Forester to the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, with 
responsibility for the control of soil 
erosion and fisheries, as well as plan- 
tations, up till 1938, when he too 
over his own farm at West Chester, 
Pennsylvania. 3 


Edward Richards is a member of 
the Society of Friends and of the 
War Resisters’ League, whose .in- 
augural meeting he attended in New 
York. When World War II broke 
out, he refused to register for the 
1942 draft, and was arrested, but 
his case, like that of most older €Os, 
was never brought to trial. His sons, 
Frederick and William, however, 
served terms of one and five years’ 
imprisonment respectively—while his 
wife and daughters were also pre- 
pared to refuse to register, should 
the women’s draft pass Congress in 
19438. It is rare to find a whole 
: family so united ‘in its allegiance to 
pacifism. 


PART-TIME ORGANISER re- 
quired by London Area PPU. Hours 
arrangement. Write Ldndon 


Store, or Office, 6 Endsleigh Street, 


Garlisol Area 


W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


INTERESTING WORK wanted by 
man 32, experience of hook-keeping, 
Apply:|salesmanship and catering. Smart 
artistic, keen. Sugges- 
tions welcome. Box 32. A 2 


FIRST CLASS duplicating hy ex- 
Immediate attention to every 
order. Mabel Eyles, 2 Abardeen 
Park, Highbury, N.5. CANnonbury 
$862. . 


GERMAN PACIFIST (married) 
only tn|seeks farm or market gard. post with 
Kuhagen, c/o Stanbrook, 
Littlehampton Rd., Ferring-by-Sea. 


HAS ANYGNE a small business 
sale or need for a partner? 
Gentleman in the thirties would be 
in any proposition. Box 


tea and 


Sincere 


to main-| interested 


tain the records department at HQ|31. 
and tto visit PPU Groups throughout 

Applications, 
to General Secretary, 


from, 
6 MISCELLANEOUS 


£500-£1,000 required urgently for 
investment in sma]l farm. Excellent 


Apply bah das” 4 per cent. offered. Box 


S.E.4. 

vacancy WAR RESISTERS’ International 
welcomes gifts of foreign stamps, 

undamaged air mail covers. 

Please send to WRI, Lansbury 

House, 88 Park Avenue, Bush Hill 

Park, Enfield, Middlesex. 


W.C.1. 
read. 


A. W. 
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COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


her import-export gap, it is pretty 
certain the US would expect her to 
raise this figure very considerably. 

As to the U.S., she is to devote over 
£5,000,000,000 to armaments during 
the coming year. This is 50 per cent. 
of her entire budget, yet it does not 
include the military aid that the U.S. 
has promised to the European section 
of the Atlantic Pact, which, it is 
rumoured, will consist of £250,000,000 
of supplies from stock, and new ex- 
penditure of the same value. 

These expenditures will involve 
more austerity for Britain, and a con- 
siderable amount for the people of the 
United States. So what about the 
cure of Communism? - 


Drive for markets 


10 far Britain has made remarkable 
progress in filling her import- 
export gap, but a situation is now de- 
veloping which may wreck her hopes. 
War-made shortages are rapidly dis- 
appearing. The vast quantities of 
new machinery that heve been dis- 
persed throughout the world are clos- 
ing many markets and increasing the 
number of competitors for the mar- 
kets which remain. A weakening of 
demand for woollen cloths and for 
British ships is beginning to be felt. 
For the first time in ten years, 
workers in many industries are being 
“stood off’: in the U.S.,.British ex- 
porters have been complaining of 
German and Japanese competition, 
yet’the foreign trade of these two 
countries is only one-tenth of what it 
| must be if they are to be self-support- 
ing. The stock piles of consumer 
goods are rising rapidly in the U.S., 
and the latest information is that a 
buyers’’ market ‘in motor cars is in 
sight. 

On March 1, the President of the 
Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, 
told a gathering of radio component 
manufacturers: 

“The buyers’ market in 1949 represents 
the biggest challenge to us. I am afraid 
you will be up against it. The problem 
is no longer one of production as of selling 
what we can produce in sufficient quantity 
to pay for imports.” 

In the discussions on the Marshal 

: Aid appropriation to Britain in the 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee 


el” ie 


aa 


— 


— 
Ls 


iil a 


" the other day. Senator Tydings 
doubted Britain’s ability to win 
through. 

A significant fact in our post-war 


exports is the high percentage of in- 
dustrial machinery which they include, 
for machinery exported today means 
the exportation of fewer consumer 
foods tomorrow. In times past both 
we and the U.S. have declined to 
export machinery in the interest of 
_ our permanent export trade. But to- 
" day we have no option: “ No machin- 
— ery, no food!” is the sign on every- 
_ frontier. ; 

We are thus aproaching the situ- 
ation I have persistently predicted, 
and as we do so the impact of Ameri- 
can competition on our foreign trade 
will be inereasingly felt. The mount- 


Advertiser’; Announcement. v- 


LIBERAL SOCIALIST PARTY 


| Candidates and helpers required to 

contest Parliamentary Seats and 
: ultimately form a new NATIONAL 
(+ GOVERNMENT which will accom- 
plish peace and security through 
the realistic means of constructive 
economics and moral rearmament. 


ie PROGRAMME 
(OF IMMEDIATE ISSUES) 


1. The Party renounces. War and all forms 
of Conscriptign. 
> 2. The Money now being poured out on 
_ obsolete war weapons will he transferred to 
constructive life thus removing the main cause 
’ of war viz economic frustration. 

3. The feeding, clothing and housing of eur 
owif people will have priority over the export 
_ of faxury cars, etc. ° 

4. Voluntary nationalisation of suitable in- 
dustries; will be tried out in place of com- 
pulsion. 

5. Civil Service to be reorganised and indi- 
_ Vidual effort encotraged in place of Bureaw- 
cratic waste. 

- 6. UNO to be open to all nations without 
exception. 

7. Immediate INVASION OF RUSSIA—not 
with armed forces, but with men and women 
of faith and courage to study the Soviet 
System and bring mutual understanding. 


: 
d . . 
4 _ A DRAFT MANIFESTO OF THE PARTY 
' 
. 
: 


IS IN COURSE OF PREPARATION 
Allinterested should write at once to: Don 
Alwyn, Box No. 30, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
an Road, N.4. 


‘complete agricultural picture, 


And ‘now the buyers’ market 


ing obligations of the United States as 
World Protector against Communism 
will undoubtedly cause her to decide 
that she must swim, who ever else 
goes under. Hence in the struggle 
for economic survival, Britain must 
expect no quarter from the ‘U.S. but 
only charity, which will undoubtedly 
be forthcoming at the price of obedi- 
ence, in an era of rising armaments 
and growing austerity. 


Drive for food 


TIMHE sudden emergence 

manent world food 
problem some two years ago came 
like a bolt from the blue. It is not 
a stunt, nor a scare, but a grim 
reality. Every authority on food 
throughout the world, from the FAO 
downwards—also the statistics of all 
the investigators, confirm it. 


It has been estimated that the 
total amount of land adapted te food 
production throughout the world is 
slightly over one acre per person 
whereas two acres are deemed to be 
necessary to maintain full health. 
Yet the world’s population is rising at 
the rate of 55,000 per day, or one per 
cent. per year, while over-population 
is leading to soil exhaustion and ero- 
sion in very many countries, and get- 
rich-quick methods in many others, 
not least in the United States. 


The causes of decay 


TPHE city politician is apt to-say: 
let us hand over" this job to the 
scientists: have they not performed 
miracles in the past? But too much 
of this “ science” has been piecemeal, 
has failed to take account of the 
with 
the result that it has done more harm 
than good. There is more in soil than 
chemicals. There are bacteria also, 
which far too often the chemists have 
driven out of the soil by' faulty feed- 
ing, and with them those rare 
minerals without which human beings 
suffer numerous deficiency diseases. 


What is the cure? According to 
Mr. Osborn’s “Our Plundered Planet” 
it is fundamentally education of a 
thoroughgoing kind, while Mr. Vogt, 
in his “ Road to Survival,” in addition 
lays strong emphasis on birth control, 
and insists that a forthright attempt 
should be made by every counry to 
adjust its population to its food re- 


of a per- 
shortage 


sources under sound methods of 
husbandry. 

Vocationalism 

rPuus we perceive that stark 


necessity in the shape of .the 
threat of world famine, compels some 
of America’s foremost agriculturalists 
to come down sharply and heavily on 
the side of a balanced economy in 
every country. 

But something more is needed, and 
not only in agriculture, but in every 
walk of life, namely, vocationalism. 
To pursue agriculture with the ob- 
ject of making a fortune and then 
to clear out, means today, as it has 
always meant, the death of civilisa- 


tion, the only difference being that | 


today it is world civilisation that. is 
at stake: 


The three supreme demands in 
current politics—for armaments, for 
markets and for foods—arise as a 
direct result of a world economy 
which little by little during several 
centuries has destroyed vocationalism 


and all the fine spiritual human and | 


social values which belong to it, in 


the interest of money, or the power, | 


goods and services it will buy. 


Balanced lives, balanced local com- 
munities and -balancéd national econo- 
mies all hang together. 
and abundant food, whole” persons 
and whole societies. Commercialism 
can secure big mah-power yields of 
devitalised food, and thus big profits. 
But maximum acreage production, 
-high quality food and the satisfactions 
of vocationalism,' of fulfilling a 
creative, social function, are the re- 
wards of a true husbandry, whence 
the heritage of a fertile soil is handed 
down from’ generation to generation. 


When our neighbours are our mar- 
kets there is no need for armaments 
and no cause for famine. It is for 
lack of this basic knowledge that 
armaments are growing, that soil 
erosion, Is advancing, and that civili- 
sation is decaying. Who, if not 
Britain, is to rectify this basic error 
im modern civilisation? paul 


So do whole | 


INDONESIA 


PPU letter to 
Ambassador 


The following letter has been 

sent to the Dutch Ambassador in 

London by Stuart Morris, General 

Secretary of the Peace Pledge 

Union: ; 

TRUST that you will not deem it 

impertinent or irrelevant for re- 

presentatives of the Pacifist Move- 
ment in Britain to approach you with 
regard to the situation in Indonesia. 
Many of us have for a considerable 
time been seriously concerned about 
the situation, and as the British Sec- 
tion of the War Resisters’ Interna- 
tional we are aware of a similar con- 
cern in many other countries. 


As far as our information goes, we 
find it impossible to accept thai the 
action of the Dutch Government 
against the Republican Government 
of Indonesia can legitimately he called 
police action, or justified as such. We 
feel concerned both for our fellow 
pacifists in Holland and especially 
for many who are being conscripted 
to fight in Indonesia. We are also 
concerned for the people of Indonesia 
whose legitimate desire for self-deter- 
mination and freedom must be the 
concern of al] who value human vight. 


May we express the hope to your 
Excellency that the Dutch Govern- 
ment will give every assistance to the 
proposed Commission of the United 
Nations and that it will agree to in- 
ternational arbitration as the best 
means of settling the dispute. 

We would further express the hope 
that to facilitate these two sugges- 
tions all Republican officials should 
be given complete and full liberty, 
iand that the Dutch Government 
should announce the 
which its forces will not remain in 
Indonesia. 


LABOUR PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP AGM 


Drive for new 
members ( 


AT the Ninth Annual Geneval 
~™ Meeting of the Labour Pacifist 
Fellowship held at Hope House, Lon- 
don, SW1, on Feb. 26, the two main 
| issues discussed were the organisation 
and membership of the Fellowship and 
changing the Government’s foreign 
policy. 

A new drive is to be made to get 
} into the Fellowship the many paci- 
fist Labour Party members and trade 
unionist who are so far outside it. 
The annual membership subscription 
is now 2s. 6d., and Archer Stink, 29 
Southwold Crescent, South Benfleet, 
Essex, will be pleased to hear from 
any pacifist interested in the LPF. 

Reg Sorensen, MP, in his Presiden- 
tial address said that opposition to 
conscription was not sufficient as a 
policy. A positive alternative must 
| be presented. ( 

““We must proclaim a positive paci- 
fist teehnique as the alternative to 
war,” Reginald Sorensen continued, 
| “not exploit emotional revulston. 
| We have to continue to make converts 
to pacifism. Our immediate job is to 
iinfluence the Labour Party and 
Government in fhe right direction 
| towards a new foreign policy; to 
spread the pacifist spirit in all Party 
| work; to emphasise the need for social 
and economic co-operation rather than 
military preparations and undermine 
militarism and domination by encour- 
aging the constructive elements in all 
lands.” 

Reports were given of the many 
ways in which Labour pacifists are 
helping to foster international good- 
will. Several members-have played 
leading parts in getting their local 


have organised the reeeption by local 
Labour Parties of visits of German 


children, and correspondence with 
pacifist-socialists in many lands is 
increasing. - AAS. 


C.0. GUINEA PIGS 


The Medical Research Council’s 
Green Book—“ Vitamin ‘A Require- 
ments of Human Adults,” pays tri- 
bute to CO “guinea pigs” who 
worked at the Sorby Research Insti- 
tute, Sheffield. It will be the subject 
of a forthcoming PN article. 


date beyond | 


towns to adopt German towns; others, 


| 


——Sybil Morrison’s 


CAMPAIGN 
—COLUMN 


T has been suggested in some 
quarters that Molotov has® 
been removed because he was7 
too inflexible and that in the 
future Stalin will himself be the 
power behind the Foreign Ministers 
actions and statements. ‘“ We may” 
become aware,” says The Observels | 
“of a subtler and craftier touch 
the conduct of Soviet diplomacy. Phe” 
peace offensive may leave the & 
of Press interviews and vague Sen — 
ralities and take the form of temph | 
ing offers of bargains.” ; 
This fascinating paragraph Sem 
me to an Oxford Dictionary to 100% 
up the definition of the word ‘ bal 
gain” and I discovered that it m 
“agreement on terms of give 4 
take.” There seems nothing offens 
about that, and if the design iar @ 
peace move should be in such a frame 
work it would seem to ordinary 
people to be highly desirable. © 
the majority of national newspape 
whatever their political trend, W 
united in referring to any bargain 
on the part of the Soviet Union | 
“an offensive” in disguise. 


A GOOD BARGAIN 
There can be no real “give ame 


take” in an atmosphere of suspiciol 
and fear; in a good bargain 
“give? would be just as important 2s 
the “take” and both the giver 444 
the taker would need to believe 
each other. An exchange of goods 
an exchange of opinions, an ‘exchang 
of tolerance and understanding, neg 
tiation without the threat of ultim 
force—al]l these would be a good DB 
gain for the ordinary people of 
world, ; 
There is much work to be done # 
creating a public opinion which ¥ 
demand more give and take in foret 
affairs. There is at present an 
transigence in the very apathy o 
ordinary person whith needs a 
mendous effort on the part of 
campaigner. It is easy to decide 1 
it is really no use trying to mm 
people understand the pacifist P 
of view—let alone listen to the pachiis 
answer to the method of war, but 7 
must always be remembered.that th 
responsibility is ours and we mus 
either accept it or discard it; th 
pacifist has no “stand-in” excep 
another pacifist. y 
FUTURE PLANS i 


Throughout the spring and summe 
there will be open air meetings, pos 
parades, distribution of leaflets 
selling of Peace News all over 
country. ; 

London will give a lead off @ 
Sunday April 3 in Trafalgar Squal 
at 3 p.m. The speakers will } 
Emrys Hughes, M.P., Dr. Albe 
Belden. Henry Hilditch, Stua 
Morris; Sybil Morrison, A You 
Conscientious Objector, and 
Young Mother. The last two wil 
remain anonymous but as they @ 
both extremely good speakers thé 
will probably not remain so f 
long. . 
There will be a march with bat 

ners and posters leaving 6 Endsleig 
Street, at 2 p.m. All that is needé 
is the full support of London mer 
bers (for the Square always fills” 
there is a- good crowd to start wit 
—and a fine day! ‘7 

The leaflets advertising the mee! 
ing are now ready and posters will 
ready next week. te . , 

Apart from the meetings in Ipswi 
on Mar. 23, and Sheffield on Mar. 28 
Stuart Morris will be in Oxford 6 
Mar. 17 speaking on ‘Is Peace Wi 
Russiac Possible? ” 

Stuart Morris, General Seeretaz 
of the PPU, will be speaking wit 
D. N. Pritt, KC, MP, at the Rughl 
and District Trades’* Council Peaé 
Conference at the Brotherhood Houst 
Castle Street, Rugby, on Mar. 13, 
6.15 p.m. if 


«) 
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